THE CITY MUSEUM
TOWER OF SANT'AGNESE
(via del Rastrello n. 1)

‘Jnaugumtec[ on 16 May 1999, the City Museum is housed in the ancient Tower cf
S. ‘Z\gnese and the small Euifcﬁng next door. The tower is one of CPortogruaro’s oldest
medieval structures, Jaurcﬁasec[ Ey the municzjoa(ity in 1987. In the years fo(fowing,
it was cargfu[@ restored to ensure the best use cf all its spaces. It may be visited
thanks to the care and coqpemm’on of the Pro Loco ‘Portogrum’o.

‘Dating to the 15’tﬁ century, the Eui[cfing is one of ’Portogruaro’s three surviving

towers. In medieval times, the city was }orotectec[ Ey a wall, which was }oermanentfy

demolished in 1911. 7t had ﬁ’ve gates that allowed access to the city (Scmf’ﬁgnese;

San Giovanni, San gbz‘mr/o, San Nicolo - demolished in 1886, and one last tower
/osz’fz’one/ on the road to S, ummﬂgﬂ).

The historical and artistic ﬁerimge held in the city museum comes main[y from the
non-arcﬁaeofogica[ collections of the Concordiese National Museum in ‘Portogruaro
(Via Seminario, 26). At the entrance, visitors are greetec[ Ey images and Efow-u}os
qf 15" and lgﬁ-century Portogruaro, the Mills, and the town hall (on the

mezzanine).

‘Moreover, a series of yuﬁfications Ey various cultural associations, reconstructing
the city’s ﬁistory over time, have been collected. Inside the museum, visitors can
ayyreciate un?fm’mfy cﬁrono(ogica[ sections and collections of works 771 stone
gpateme, coats-cf-arms, statues, epigmpﬁs, and tombstones) and 72 metal ( (weajoons,
tools, seals, and medals) Jo(us some ﬂhyy and ceramic specimens mafz‘@ %zz‘z’ng back
to the 18% century.



Among the mezhzczte./y 300 pieces Eyf in the museum, tﬁefaf/owz’ﬂﬂ are on
display:

+ In the small external courtyard: note the two tombstones (dating to the 17
century) with inscriptions in Hebrew, evidence @C the presence in Portogruaro @C a
Jewish community ﬁeaw’(y involved in commercial activities and the Banco dei
Pegni (authorized Ey the City Council in 1575). The cetetery was located in
toc[ay's Borgo San Gottardo.

One of the [arger collections on c[isy(ay is qf the stone coats-of-arms (15 Sjoecimens)
founc[ mainfy on the external walls in the museum’s courtym’c[

* First floor: an interesting collection of marble and stone paterae (circular
medallions) carved with zoommjoﬁic decorations. Trimari(y datable to the 12 and
13" centuries, tﬂey were ty}oica[fy used to decorate the fagac[es of re[igious and civil
Eui[cfings. Of yarticufar interest are the specimens with such curious suﬁjects as a
sca@-ﬁocfiecf snake, two birds facing each other with their [ong necks intertwined, an
eag[e snatcﬁing a hare, and, perﬁaps most interesting cf all, a mermaid with a

double tail sim’ng on the water.

Of particular note:

o A small collection of g[ass oﬁjects (c[ating to the 18™ and 19™ centuries: three
containers for essences and ,peg(umes, a small [amysﬁac&z, and a }aaintec[ gfass) and
ceramics, ﬁ’om the 18 century (cake stands, jugs, and a two-handled candle
holder). Of most interest is an e[egant basket whose handle c[e}oicts a blacksmith
forging an arrow for the goc[cﬁzss Venus.

o Medieval and Renaissance metal tools used main[y Ey artisans: chisel, Jm’ncers,

strongﬁox lock, compass, chisel tz/’p, and sturc[y nails.



C'aﬂtz’ﬂuz’ﬂﬂ the exhibition:

- manuscripts (with the famous Book gf the Boatmen gf Fortogriaro dated 16™-
17" century and the 18fﬁ-century Book g[ Cﬁdjﬂfers g[ the Ferrymen g[
?Of’f%i’l/di’o),‘

- circular wax seal whose center contains an eag[e with outstretched wings. One qf
the museum’s oldest }n’eces, it Eefongec[ to the yatriarcﬂ (f ?lqui[eia, jofm V of
‘Moravia (1387-1394);

- "soldd" or "dinar” @C fe[[ow citizen Antonio Panciera, yatriarcﬁ of ?lclui[eia (circa
1402-1411)

Going up the internal statrcase to the top floor of the tower:

- jorints, old books, cfmwings, and w’ntage Joﬁotogm}oﬁs that let visitors imagine
Portogruaro at the turn cf the 20 century. One cf the most notewortﬁy
}aﬁotogm}oﬁs shows the }auﬁfic aquec[uct Eeing inaugumtec[ on 2 Teﬁmary 1908
(inc(ucfing a scene of the present—c[ay Piazza della fRepuﬁﬁfica, with a fountain in
the center);

- an extensive collection cf seals Eefonging to Eisﬁoys (especia[(y the Eisﬁqos of
Concordia and c[ating to the 18™-1 9t’i century), joatriarcﬁs, cfoges, as well as

commemorative mec[a[s.

City Museum opening hours
Thursday 10.00-12.00
Saturday 10.00-12.00 and 15.00-17.00
Sunday 10.00-12.00
0421/72553

info@prolocoportogruaro.it - cultura@comune.portogruaro.ve.it



